PART 1 - BEFORE THE FIELD TRIP

Activity 1 – Where are we going?

1. Write on the board the date and time of your field trip.

2. Give a brochure or flyer to every student. Have them identify any information they can find such as the name of the site, the phone number, etc.

3. Write on the board two columns: “Things we expect to see” and “Words, signs and symbols.”

	Things we expect to see
	Words, signs and symbols

	
	



4. Ask the students to use the brochure to find things they expect to see. Point out any special activities or attractions at this place.

5. Find the site’s address on the brochure. Talk about the place you will go. Has anyone been there before? What did they like or not like about the place? What things can you see in that area? (This list can include things such as stores, parks, and houses.)

6. Discuss the words, signs and symbols that you know can be found in almost any area. If no one responds, give them some suggestions such as: STOP, street names, Handicapped Parking, EXIT, Open, Closed, restroom signs.

Activity 2 – Questions We Can Ask

1. The purpose of this activity is to have students practice questions that they can ask on a field trip. 

2. Say, “Everywhere we go, it is good to ask questions so we can get information. What questions can we ask on this trip?”
Allow enough time for students to give suggestions. Write all their ideas on the board. As you write, you will want to correct any grammatical errors so that the students can write and practice the questions correctly.


3. Keep the questions simple and direct. Ideas for questions may include:

· Excuse me, may I take your picture
· Where is the bathroom?
· How much does this cost?
· What time do you open? 
· What time do you close?
· Do you sell post cards?
· Where is the public restroom?
· Is there a gift shop?
· Do you have change for a dollar?

Talk about the importance of beginning every question with “Excuse me” when you talk to someone you don’t know.

4. Choose three questions from the list to practice. First practice the questions together as a class. Have students repeat after you. 

5. Demonstrate a field trip conversation with another student. First let the teacher act as the “stranger,” so the student can ask the question and the teacher can give an appropriate response. Once the dialogue is established, repeat it several times with that student and then with the class as a whole.

6. Ask students to write their questions on flashcards. They must remember to bring their flashcards on the trip. (Notebooks are too big).

Activity 3 – Assign Group Tasks

1. The day of the trip, divide the class into groups of three or four students. Assign each group a task to do on the trip that involves speaking, reading or writing in English.

Some ideas for tasks are:
· Find a sign that has information about the place you are visiting and write the words.
· Find an employee and ask if you can take a picture.
· Look for a symbol sign that gives information (such as PHONE) and take a picture.
· Ask someone a question you practiced in class. Write down the answer you get.

Activity 4 – Technology Option

1. Use computers as a tool for field trip preparation. Give your students many opportunities to become familiar with the computers and the internet. Almost every business has a website on the internet that can give valuable information and discounts.

2. Talk about computers first:
      Do any of your students have computers at home?
a. Have any of your students used the internet or email? Why or why not?
b. What do they like or not like about computers?

3. Before you take your students to the computer, print the first page of the internet that is seen on the computer screen on an overhead sheet to show your students in class. Explain that the internet uses “addresses” that follow the pattern www._______.com. Show students the key features of the page. Explain how to type in an internet address.

4. Give a short explanation about searching for information on the internet. Keep it simple!   Show the place on the page where you can type in your topic for the computer to do a search. 

5. Take your students to the computer. In groups of three, have them type in the website for the place you are going to visit. What information can they find? 

